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CONFERENCE DINNERS 

 The middle school staff would like to thank all 
of the parents who put together the dinners for our 
parent/teacher conferences. The meals were great!  

We appreciate all you do!  

 

PARENT COMMUNICATION/BOOSTER  

MEETING  

 Our next Parent Communication/Booster meet-

ing is scheduled for Tuesday, November 10 at  

1:30 p.m.  Time is set aside during these meetings 
for parents to address concerns and ask questions 
about our programs.  If this time does not work into 
your schedule and you have questions or concerns, 

please call Mr. Riggert to discuss those issues. 

 The Parent Booster group is open to all middle 
school parents.  We believe parent involvement is 
critical to the success of our children’s education and 

invite all of you to become involved. 

 

WEATHER  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 When weather conditions exist that would jeop-
ardize the safety of students traveling to or  from 
school, information about closing will be broadcast 
over stations  KFAB (AM 1110), KETV, KMTV, 
WOWT, and KPTM. If school is to have a delayed 
start or be cancelled, announcements will begin on 
those stations at approximately 6:00 a.m. regarding 
early dismissals due to bad weather.  The district has 
adapted the Alert Now Notifica-
tion Service which will also be 
used to notify parents of school 

closings and cancellations.   

YEARBOOKS ON SALE 

 If you did not purchase a yearbook at pre-
registration or you are new to our school, it’s not too 
late to order a yearbook. Yearbooks are on sale for 
$20.00 and may be purchased at the main office. This 
price is good until January 29, after this date the price 
will go up to $25.00.  A limited number of books are 
ordered, so it is important to place an order to be guar-

anteed a book. 

STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 The Elkhorn Public Schools offers a Student Assis-

tance Program to assist students and families in times 
of crisis.  This program is an initial assessment and re-

ferral service.   All Elkhorn students and their immedi-

ate families are eligible to participate. The student as-
sistance program is provided by Arbor Family Counsel-

ing Associates located at 11605 Arbor Street, Suite 

106, Omaha, NE. When Elkhorn students or their fam-
ily members call and identify themselves as such, Ar-

bor staff will work to assure an initial appointment 

within 24 hours of the call. Call 330-0960 to access stu-

dent assistance. 

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 

 Parent/Teacher conferences were held on Tuesday, 
October 27 and Wednesday, October 28. We had a 
great turnout. Thanks for being involved in your child’s 

life! 

  



6th Grade News 
Mrs. Baumert, Mr. Berck, Mr. Ebers,  

Mrs. Eikmeier, 
Ms. Niebaum, Mrs.Nunnenkamp, Ms.Oberembt,  

Mr. Patera, Mr. Phelps and Mrs. Rutledge 

MATH– Ms. Niebaum, Mrs. Baumert 

 All 6th graders at ERMS have completed a 
unit on graphing, culminating in a graphing project 
where students were to collect, compile and display 
data in meaningful ways they had learned throughout 
the unit.  Students did an excellent job on these pro-
jects.  Samples of these projects are posted through-

out the 6th grade area. 

In addition, Math 6 students have completed or are in 
the midst of a unit on Number Theory, a unit of study 
which looks for patterns with numbers, and uses vari-
ables and algebraic expressions, the beginnings of 
Algebra.  Students had fun finding the prime factori-
zation, learned divisibility rules, and many other 
skills in this unit.  Ask your student about another 

interesting thing they learned about in this unit. 

LANGUAGE & READING -  

Mrs. Eikmeier, Mrs. Nunnenkamp & Mr. Patera,  

 The sixth grade language arts and reading stu-
dents have been busy working on descriptive writing.  
They are also learning about organizing their writing 
in preparation for the district writing assessment that 
will take place this month.  Students will review their 
capitalization skills as well as brush up on quotation 
mark rules before they begin the mystery unit.   Word 
study continues to be a focus as our school goal is im-
proving students' vocabularies.  Ask your child what 
he / she is currently reading.  The new accelerated 

reader goals begin this month!   

SCIENCE - Mr. Berck, & Mr. Phelps 

 For the next few weeks we will be concen-
trating on creating data tables and choosing the most 
appropriate graph to display that data.  After a dis-
trict standard test on graphing, we will start studying 
environmental science.  We will use a textbook as a 
resource with this subject.  An online textbook is 
available under science on myeLearning.  The online 

book can even be read to you! 

SOCIAL STUDIES - Mr. Ebers & Mrs. Rutledge 

 6th grade Social Studies is in the midst of 
our Economics Unit.  We have learned a lot al-
ready!  Writing checks is especially fun because 
we get to practice our “signatures.”  Learning how 
credit cards work has been very interesting because 
it is great to know what happens with electronic 
transactions (kind of like the magic behind the 
light switch)!  We have put together our Travel 
Mate journals, so as long as your furry friend’s 
backpack is ready, they can hit the road and start 
their journey.  If you still need to purchase a bag 
from Mr. Ebers or Ms. Rutledge, you may do so 

for the cost of $2.00. 

MATH- Team 2– Mrs. Baumert 

 

          2nd quarter will be spent getting “reintroduced” 
to fractions.  Team 2 will be participating in 
“Walking through the Fraction Forest”, a fun way to 

practice these skills. 

PRE - CONCEPTS -  Ms. Niebaum &Mrs. Baumert  

 Pre-Concepts students have been studying 
operations with decimals, which is a manageable 
task after they learn the rules for operations, the 
many shortcuts which simplify these skills, and hone 

their computation skills. 

All Pre-Concept students will also be participating 
Math Olympiad ( M.O.) beginning in November. 
Math Olympiad is a middle school math contest, 
where students answer 5 specific problems each 
month, and are scored against thousands of students 
their own age throughout the country.  The first con-

test date is November 16. 

 



READING - Mrs. Bacus, Mrs. Grzywa-Birge, 

Mrs. Jarabe & Mrs. Nelson 

 In Reading classes this month, students 
will create their Storyboard PowerPoints using 
pictures from the zoo trip. We will also review and 
assess understanding of the elements of fiction. Up 

next... Mysteries! 

WORLD HISTORY - Mr. Bischof, Ms. Frisbie & 

Mrs. Jarabe  

 Students are currently studying Ancient Greece. 
In the month of November, they will be learning about 
the civilization of Ancient Rome. Remember to check 
out myeLearning for homework and review activities as 
well as Miss Frisbie's quia website at 

7th Grade News 
Mrs. Bacus, Mr. Bischof, Ms. Frisbie,       

Mrs. Grzywa-Birge, Mrs. Hansen, Mrs. 
Jarabe, Mrs. McGlynn, Mrs. Nelson and  

Mr. Schlapfer 

LANGUAGE ARTS   

Mrs. Bacus, Mrs. Grzywa- Birge, Mrs. Nelson   

 In the month of November, students will 
be writing for the State Writing Assessment. Fo-
cus on verbs and prepositions along with proof-
reading skills will continue, as well as practice on 
spelling and building vocabulary through analo-

gies. 

MATH - Ms. Frisbie &  Mrs. Hansen 

In Math 7, students are working with integers. 
They are reviewing the rules for adding, sub-
tracting, multiplying and dividing integers. 
Later on in November, they will learn how to 

write and solve algebraic equations.  

PRE - ALGEBRA - Ms. Frisbie & Mrs. Hansen 

  Students are currently working with equa-
tions.  We have covered the distributive property 
and simplifying algebraic expressions by combin-
ing like terms.  In the next few weeks we will be-
gin solving one step and multiple step equations 
using inverse operations.  Students will also learn 

how to set up formulas to solve word problems. 

SCIENCE - Mrs. Mc Glynn & Mr. Schlapfer 

 We are starting the study of fluids and such 
things as why airplanes fly and why ships float. In a 
few weeks the kids will have to design a boat made out 
of some metal (Aluminum foil, pop can, etc.) that will 

float and be able to hold as much weight as possible. 

Please keep checking grades and assignments online 

and contact me with issues: gschlapfer@epsne.org 

 

 

 H.A.L.E. - Mrs. Hoffman 

        6th Grade Trip to Fontenelle Forest 

by Sophie Auch Moedy and Alannah Powers 

 On October 26th, 6th grade HALE students from 
EMS and ERMS took a trip to Fontenelle Forest. The stu-
dents attended an all day workshop on nature adaptations. 
During the first session of the workshop, students learned 
about physical and behavioral adaptations. Physical adap-
tations involve changing skin color, hard shells for pro-
tection, smooth skin/fur for mobility, etc. Behavioral ad-
aptations can be when an animal hibernates, moves into 

its shell, or migrates to warmer climates.  

 After the workshop the students were split into 
groups and took a nature hike. On the hike the students 
saw up close how plants and animals adapt and what 
their habitats look like. Along the way they saw a baby 
rat snake, snails, wasp eggs on leaves, woodpeckers, and 
daddy long legs, which are actually known as harvest 
men. Students also learned about different plants, trees, 
moss and fungi. At the end of the trip students had the 
opportunity to touch a real corn snake. It was a fun trip 
and the students learned many new things about the adap-

tations that happen in nature. 



SCIENCE— Mr. Breitkreutz & Mrs. McGlynn 

 During November the students will be busy 
working on and finishing two important science 
standards.  In class we will be moving from testing 
characteristic properties of matter (density, viscos-
ity, melting/boiling points and solubility) to under-
standing more about the arrangement of matter.  We 
will learning about atoms forming molecules and 
elements forming compounds...and of course study-
ing the Periodic Table of Elements.  Outside of 
class the students will be finishing their science fair 
projects, a performance demonstration of their abil-
ity to do science.  Presentation of the projects will 

occur before the Thanksgiving break. 

8th Grade New 

 Mrs. Banks,  Mr. Breikreutz, Mrs. Hultman,  Mrs. 

Jones, Mrs. McGlynn, Mr. Soupir,  Mrs. Thoreen,  

Ms. Witt  and  Mrs. Zumbrennen 

 LANGUAGE ARTS — 

Mrs. Jones & Mrs. Thoreen 

 As the fall leaves spill around the ground, the 
8th grade L.A. students are just completing the district 
writing assessment.  The students had to write descrip-
tively about a favorite place and captivate their audi-
ence with the five senses describing their special oasis.  
Next, the students will be busy starting their Country 
Research Project.  The project will teach the kids how 
to research, write, speak, and display knowledge about 
a country of their choice.  The kids will have fun learn-
ing all about a new country and then showcasing it in a 
final presentation to their peers.  This project is a lot of 
work yet is a very rewarding experience for the kids 

and one that all the students enjoy. 

ALGEBRA 

 Algebra students are wrapping up a unit solving 
equations and inequalities.  Next, we will be studying 
functions including graphing relations and functions as 
well as examining arithmetic sequences.  As always, 
please encourage your child to come in for extra help 

before/after school or during study halls! 

READING—Ms. Witt & Mrs. Zumbrennen 

 After completing The Call of the Wild, the 
kids wrote parodies about the book and shared these 
with their classmates. Next, we will be working on 
theme and symbolism.  Students will be taking as-
sessments in the areas of main ideas and supporting 
details and elements of fiction.  The next AR goal 
has begun and will end December 18th.  It is impor-
tant to note that your child's points goal has in-
creased due to a longer goal period.  Please continue 
to encourage your child to read at least 30 minutes 
every night.  With the continued amount of absences 
due to illness, it is important to encourage your child 
to check MyElearning in an effort to stay caught up. 
Thank you, 
Dawn Zumbrennen  dzumbrennen@epsne.org 

Rachel Witt  rwitt@epsne.org 

 AMERICAN HISTORY - 

 Mrs. Hultman & Mrs. Zumbrennen 

 In 8th grade American History we will con-
tinue to work feverishly through a series of state 
standards dealing with how the government oper-
ates.  Please continue to check myElearning for 

notes, worksheets and any other instructions. 

 

PRE-ALGEBRA  

 Pre-Algebra students are currently solving one-
step, two-step, and multi-step equations as well as ap-
plying rules of integers, the distributive property, and 
the combining of like terms.  Next, we will begin work-
ing with rational numbers including powers and expo-
nents, algebraic fractions, and multiplying and dividing 

monomials. 



 
 BOOSTER  CLUB 

 We held our second Booster club meet-

ing on October 13th and we had a great crowd.  

So, thank you to everyone that was able to be 

in attendance.  One lucky attendee had their 

name drawn to win one of the few remaining 

ERMS cookbooks.  Just think this could be 

you next month! 

 We had a great start to our concessions 

for the year with 7th and 8th grade football 

and volleyball.  I would like to thank all those 

who volunteered their time to help us operate 

the concession stands at all of the games.  We 

are looking at projects that the Booster Club 

can help fund with the money we have raised 

from our concession stands.  We did approve 

using $800 to help fund an ERMS Clickers 

grant from the Elkhorn Public Schools Foun-

dation.  We will continue to discuss other pro-

jects to fund throughout the year. 

 The 7th and 8th grade boy’s basketball 

will be starting soon.  So, we are in need of 

volunteers to work the concessions for these 

games.  Please contact Tricia Cech at 

5cechs@cox.net to sign up for your volunteer 

time for the 7th grade games and Bobbi Koon 

at bskoon@cox.net for the 8th grade basketball 

games.  We only have a few home games, so 

we should be able to easily have enough vol-

unteers to allow us to operate concessions at 

all of the games. 

 Thank you to everyone who brought 

food to the staff for parent/teacher confer-

ences.  I know the staff really appreciates 

having the food available on conference eve-

nings.  Thank you also to the Internal Kind-

ness committee for organizing all of the vol-

unteers.                                                         

Our next meet-

ing is on Novem-

ber 10, 2009 at 

1:30.  Hope to 

see you there.

  

Tammy Knight 

MATHCOUNTS – Barb Baumert 

 Do you love math?  Are you good at problem solv-

ing skills?  Mathcounts is for you! 

WHO:  YOU! 

WHAT:  Mathcounts – Math Club for all Middle School 

Students 

WHEN:  Wednesdays: starting Wednesday, Nov. 4th at 

7:30 am 

Where:  Room 602, Mrs. Baumert’s room 

Why:  Because it’s FUN! 

COMPUTER CLUB— Ron Phelps 

 We have been busy keeping our website, ERMS 3-
A's, updated with current happenings.  We will soon be 
adding basketball to our list of athletic events.  If you have-
n't visited us lately, access us through the ERMS / Elkhorn 

website.   

If you attend a school event and take quality pictures 
and/or videos that you are willing to share, please send 
them to rphelps@epsne.org.  Also feel free to send com-

ments or suggestions! 

Be a Mentor 
 Elkhorn Public Schools Partners in Education Mentor-
ing Program is seeking adult volunteers to mentor students 
in grades K-12.  Mentors are asked to volunteer for at 
least one hour each week during the school year, and may 
indicate preferred grade levels and times.  Orientation will 
be provided, and a building facilitator available to answer 

questions. 

 Please call Kevin Kraus at 289-2559 or Stella Sideris 
at 334-9302 more information.  You may also access the 
Elkhorn Public School web site at: www.elkhornweb.org 

for additional information under the Programs link. 

You can be the difference in a student’s life! 

Elkhorn Public Schools Partners in Education Mentoring 

Program 

 



Homework Hotline Instructions  

1. Log onto the Elkhorn Web site:  

  http://www.elkhornweb.org/ 

2. Go to the Login link on the left side look 
for “myelearning.org Angel” highlighted 

in blue. Click it. 

3. This takes you to the “Myelearning” page. 

4. Enter user name and password: example 

for student Susan Jones 

User name: sjones (first initial and com-

plete last name; no spaces) 

Password: sj4657 (first and last initial and 

the students AR number; no spaces) 

5. Under the word courses click “8th Grade 
Homework” (this will say 7th Grade home-
work for students in 7th grade and the 6th 

grade homework for students in 6th grade) 

6. On the top of the page click the Calendar 

tab 

7. Then look at the day for which you would 
like to see and click the teachers name for 

the class assignments. 

**PowerSchool has a different password and is 

used to monitor grades.  

 

FOCUS ON LEARNING 

 

 

 

 

 

 Elkhorn Ridge Middle School is committed 
to supporting all of our students in ways that al-
low them to grow as learners, and as people.  Stu-
dents in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade are expected to 
complete homework on a daily basis.  If students 
fall behind on homework, the reason may be that 
they need more specific help or support from the 

appropriate teacher.   

 We have several interventions in place to 
assist students with the help they need.  This addi-
tional time and support may be offered through 
our guided study program, before / after school 
time or our academic recovery plan which each 
grade level has implemented.  We have created a 
re-teaching time two days of the week during the  

regular school day as well.   

 It is the belief of the Elkhorn Ridge Middle 
School Staff that all students can learn, and thus 
time is provided for students needing additional 
academic assis-
tance.  If you have 
questions about 
these learning op-
portunities, please 

give us a call.   

402-334-9302 

Kevin L. Riggert 

Principal 

 We are continually trying to provide stu-
dents and parents with homework on-line.  Our 
teachers on October 23 were focused on this 
topic.  The following steps will assist you in find-
ing your students homework.  If you encounter 

problems, please give us a call. 



CHOURS—Mrs. Church, ERMS Vocal Music Instruc-

tor and Mrs. Boche, Accompanist 

6th, 7th & 8th Chorus students are enthusiastically prepar-

ing for their November 12th “BEST OF BROADWAY” 

concert.  Spring Ridge Elementary 4th & 5th grade con-

certs are also on the 12th. To accommodate family and 

friends who will be attending both, we will begin our con-

cert at 7:45 p.m. instead of 7:30.  All ERMS singers 

please be in your opening spots by 7:30 in your concert 

attire  (Black slacks, black socks and shoes, and the 

white ERMS music t-shirt). 

A variety of Broadway musicals will be represented from 

the 1940’s to present day. 

325 ERMS Vocal students are excited to share their mu-

sical characters and Show tunes. We look forward to per-

forming for you!!!!! 

  The 2009-2010 “BRAVO” Show Choir will also be mak-

ing their debut. 

Congratulations to the new Bravo members: 

7TH Graders:  Hannah Stanek, Taylor Trout, Jeanne 
Le, Megan Kelly, Emma Getzfrid, Sydney Graver, 
Sarah Foss, Nicole Kraudy, Lauren Lund, Marcus 
Cronin, Alec Robert, Dylan Stiles, Jackson Jobeun, 
Andrew Hayworth, David Munch, Baltazar 
Sauceda, Anthony Hughes, Chad Carlos and Cam-

eron Brown. 

8th Graders: Halle Mason, Janie Barber, Beth Van-

dergriend, Savannah Rave, Brooke Adams, Megan 
Meier, Kate Toliver, Megan Kammer, Katie Naw-
rocki, Anna Trout, Bethany Emsick, Rachel Bussel-
man, Emily Tosoni, Kevin Oran, Tanner King, Jack 
Livingston, Chris Gould, Tyler Lakin, David Bakos, 
Blake Emsick, Dominick Cartledge, Joe Nelson, 
Ash Gandul, Collin Peterson, Aaron Hardy and 

Trevor Kubie. 

 

 

  

BOX TOPS, TARGET CARD AND HYVEE  

RECEIPTS  

Helping our school is as easy as 1 - 2 - 3: 

 1. Save your  BOX TOPS 

 2.   Remember to designate ERMS as your 

  school when using your   

  TARGET CARD 

 3. Save your  HYVEE RECEIPTS 

 

These are all easy ways for us to fundraise for our 

school. 

SAVE THOSE HY-VEE RECEIPTS 

 At Hy-Vee, we’ve always recognized your com-
mitment and the importance of education.  In the last 
nine years, our partnership in our CASH FOR STU-
DENTS fund raising program has been a huge success.  
Over $280,000 in much needed funds has been donated 
to area schools as a result of this program.  Hy-Vee is 
again asking for your help and support to make this 

year the largest one yet!! 

 Our CASH FOR STUDENTS begins Monday, 
September 21, 2009 and continues through Thursdays, 
December 31, 2009, and includes all thirteen Omaha 
and Council Bluffs Hy-Vee Food Stores.  Here’s how 

it works: 

 ***Please send your Hy-Vee receipts from 

any Omaha or Council Bluffs Hy-Vee dated Septem-

ber 21-December 31, 2009 to the ERMS office and 

place them in the large envelope labeled Hy-Vee re-

ceipts.**** 

 Your school’s contact person will then pick up 
the receipts weekly.  You will earn money for your 
school.  It’s that easy.  Please save your Hy-Vee re-

ceipts and thank you!!  
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The Elkhorn Public Schools Foundation was proud to hold its 15th annual Hall of Fame banquet November 
1st.  Kathy Burney and US Navy Captain Jeffrey Winter were recognized as the Outstanding Alumni of the 
Year, Dennis Dau was awarded the Outstanding Alumnus Athlete of the Year, and Becky Hayworth received 
Support Staff Member of the Year.  Donna Shannon of Hillrise was presented the Carl White Outstanding 
Educator award and Manchester’s Sarah Addink was awarded the Golden Apple Outstanding Educator of the 
Year.  Former Educator of the Year was awarded to Penny Sander, Jennifer Pospichal was recognized as 
Mentor of the Year and Sid and Dawn Dinsdale, Pinnacle Bank, received Community Booster of the Year.  
We’re so grateful for the contributions of these community members! 

 

Recognition was also given to our teachers who are 2009 – 2010 classroom grant recipients for the creative 
ideas they have implemented; opportunities to support the classroom grant program are still available!  If you 
would like to support your favorite teacher, school or curriculum area, please visit our website at 
www.elkhornfoundation.org for information on how you can make a difference. 

 

During the next several weeks, the Foundation will be looking at creating additional scholarship opportunities 
for our 2010 graduates.  With a graduating class of 320 and approximately 85% of those graduates seeking 
higher education at average costs exceeding $10,000 annually, the need for financial assistance is great.   If 
you or your business would like to build a scholarship for a particular area of study, create a scholarship as a 
tribute, make a scholarship recognizing a certain area of achievement or contribute to an existing scholarship, 
please contact me at 289-1727, ext. 202.  Academic achievement, personal best, leadership, athletics, arts, 
volunteerism – you can make a difference in so many ways!   

 

Kim Riggle 

Executive Director 

Elkhorn Public Schools Foundation 

STUDENT COUNCIL 

The student council visited the University of Nebraska-Lincoln on October 12. They met five athletes who dis-
cussed how they have dealt with diversity and overcome stereotypes throughout their lives. The students really 
enjoyed this experience. Thanks to Mr. Swanda for organizing this trip.  Some upcoming activities in Novem-
ber are the Food Drive  (November 9-20) and an iPOD day on November 6. The food will be collected in High 
Five, and each High Five will be asked to build a castle out of their food. For the iPOD day, students will need 
to bring $5 to school so they can listen to their iPOD dur-
ing study hall and down time in class. Money raised from 
iPOD day will be donated to the Red Cross to help flood 

victims in the Philippines.  



           

Elkhorn Ridge Middle School Booster Club Meeting 

October 13, 2009 

Vice President Tammy Knight called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

Treasurer’s Report:   

Treasurer, Noreen Vana, reviewed the entries on her report noting that apparel sales brought in around $1000.  
This is down from last year possibly due to the fact that the designs were new last year.  Concession sales 
have been consistently good and directory numbers are not in yet.   

Old Business:  

Marquee – Mr. Riggert reported on his progress regarding the marquee.  His discussion with the new City Plan-
ning Director was helpful.  A decision was made to start the process over with the new board and approach 
them with our request as it was presented in the past.  Mr. Riggert will let us know when the next step will take 
place.  Anyone that is interested may join him in the process of getting our marquee approved by the city.   

Message Board:  A request by the track coaches to purchase a message board for displaying event records 
was discussed at the previous Booster Club meeting.  A motion was approved to use remaining AED funds to-
ward the purchase of the message board after checking competitor pricing compared to the quote submitted 
with the request.  A decision was made to purchase the board using the sign company the coaches recom-
mended.     

New Business: 

Foundation Banquet – Booster Club President, Tammy Knight requested approval for the purchase of a table at 
the banquet to be offered to ERMS staff as has been done in years past.  A motion was made and seconded to 
approve the request. 

Grant funding – President Tammy Knight proposed the possibility of funding grant requests made by ERMS 
staff through the foundation that have not yet been fully funded.  The possibilities include $800 for classroom 
clickers, $700 for a projector for a classroom that was not yet equipped with one as all other classrooms are, 
and $3000 for Science Club students to attend the Science Olympiad and to purchase reusable kits.   

Discussion included other uses of the money such as field trips.  Mr. Riggert noted that the focus of the district 
lately has been to not take too much time away from instructional time.  One parent mentioned that several se-
lect groups go on field trips and to be fair to all, the entire class should be allowed to take field trips as well.   

Another question centered around whether teachers have been asked for ideas/needs they have that Booster 
Club monies could help with.  It was noted that they have been made aware of the school activity fund, the 
foundation grant process and the money set aside in the Booster Club budget for teacher requests. 

A motion was made and approved to fund the $800 for classroom clickers.  Discussion was tabled on the other 
two ideas until the next meeting.   

Parent Communication – Mr. Riggert: 

Future school for 7th graders – Mr. Riggert reported that a decision has been made to NOT send this year’s 7th 
graders to the new high school next year to alleviate overcrowding at ERMS.  Based on the numbers projected, 
ERMS will be able to accommodate the number of students expected.  One difficulty will be providing enough 
lockers for everyone. 

Vehicle parking at pickup time –  some complaints have come in from neighbors near the school about vehicles 
parked incorrectly while waiting for students after school.  Mr. Riggert has met with the neighborhood group to 
iron out issues and come up with solutions if necessary. 

 
 



Learning Community meeting – the Council is in the process of deciding how to determine the capacity of the 
high schools and the rules for opting in.  EPS feels each district should determine their own capacity; that deci-
sion is made by the Learning Community Council as a whole.  We will look forward to hearing about the out-
come of that meeting and discussing it at the next Booster Club meeting. 

School Improvement Plan – Mr. Riggert is excited about a committee he is serving on that is involved in writing 
new standards for learning.  He handed out information on the 7 standards schools must adhere to and the 
new approach to teaching and assessing student progress.  The goal of the new program is to intervene be-
fore students fail and assure that learning happens for each student.  The 8th grade reading classes are pilot-
ing the new approach.  He will be recruiting parents for a committee to help with this in future meetings – stay 
tuned.   

Miscellaneous parent comments –  

Myelearning is very helpful and appreciated.  It is utilized by teachers at ERMS very well.   

Antler Academy – the program for after students to get work done after school - is “awesome”. 

Powerschool is informative but frustrating at times when grades are not updated in a timely manner.   

Committee Reports: 

Apparel – Discussed whether there is demand for another sale before the holidays.  The company we’ve been 
using charges a set up fee on every order.  Tammy will check with other companies to see if they charge a set 
up fee.  There was a request that youth sizes be offered if there is another sale. 

Concessions – Tammy Knight will be writing procedures for set up and cleanup to help get volunteers to do 
these tasks.  Creative ideas are needed to get volunteers to come forward.  Possibilities include offering a free 
t-shirt for your child if you help out, charge a fee if you don’t help out (not a possibility due to legal issues), not 
offering concessions if there are not enough volunteers.   

Directories – a delay has taken place in printing because the proof didn’t have email addresses included.  The 
problem has been resolved and it will go to print next week. 

External Kindness – Chairperson Mary Blodgett asked that if anyone hears of needs in this area, please notify 
her accordingly.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:45.   

Respectfully submitted,     

Jill Geyer, Secretary 

 

Upcoming Booster Club Meetings: 

 

November 10, 2009 1:30 

December   no meeting 

January 12, 2010 1:30 

February 9, 2010 7:00 

March 9, 2010  1:30 

April 13, 2010  7:00 

May 11, 2010  1:30  

 


