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Principal’s Message:

Once again, October is going to be a busy month with parent teacher
conferences, Walk-A-Thon Street Jam, our Halloween Parade, and of course,
lots of learning.

Parent teacher conferences provide an opportunity for parents and
teachers to work collaboratively to talk about successes, concerns, and areas of
focus for each Fire Ridge learner. Please plan to attend this valuable
conference. Our book fair will be held in the media center during this time
also. Stop by for fall and winter reading materials!

On Halloween, students will have the opportunity to walk in a parade
beginning at 2:00 p.m. showing off their costumes. Parents and family
members are welcome to watch our parade. Line the sidewalks and either
blacktop and wait for our little goblins to parade for you! We will be walking
around the building and will not be using the front loop. They will return to
their classrooms for some Halloween fun! In grades K-4, parents will be
putting on the party. Our 5t grade students are planning their own party! A
few guidelines:

e Students will put on costumes about 1:40 p.m. Parents can assist.

e Parade will begin around 2 PM. After the parade, students will return
to their classrooms for their party. Unfortunately, wed on’ t hav
space available for all adults and younger siblings to attend the party.

e No colored paint or spray in hair —even at 1:40 p.m.

We will walk outside weather permitting.

e Costumes should be fun and friendly —no blood, gore, or extremely
scary. This is meant to be a fun event, not one that will scare our
younger students!

e No weapons or guns.

e Ifyou prefer that your child not participate in the parade, please give
me a call and we will work out an alternate plan.

Our drop off/pick up is going much better. Thanks for your
cooperation!

We have definitely moved into fall with our cooler weather. Please
have students dress in layers as our weather changes. 1 would also

recommend writing your chil.dAlth®ughweme
do have a lost and found pile, it is easy for us to return clothes that have the
student’s name | abeled inside.

[ look forward to seeing you at our events this month. Have a great
October!

Mrs. Doerr
Fire Ridge Principal

--- Important Notice ---
We have added a PTO meeting on Tuesday, October 6 " at 7:00 P.M. in the
Media Center. Free childcare provided. Please come and share your ideas.
Hope to see you there!




Note from Mr. E.

WOW the first month of school has really gone by fast. Just wanted to give everyone an update on
what your child has been doing in PE. The 2rd through 5th graders will be wrapping up their fitness
testing with the mile run (2rd graders will run a %2 mile). At the completion of the fitness test each
child in 3rd4, 4th and 5th grade will write personal fitness goals for the spring test. Be looking for their
fitness folders, as they will be bringing them home for you to sign.

The Kindergarteners and 1st graders have been busy learning various fitness activities such as
stretching, sit-ups, push-ups and jumping jacks. They have also learned several locomotor skills i.e.
walking, running, hopping, skipping, jumping and leaping.

Remember to double check the calendar to see if your child has PE so they can wear the proper
tennis shoes. Also if your child is injured outside of school write me a note or email me with any
special directions for your child.

October 7, 2009 is National Walk to School Day. Walk to School events promote physical activity,
safety, connections between school and community. Last year’s participation in Walk to School Day
reached a record high with more the 2,800 schools from all 50 states. This year, celebrate Walk to
School Day October 7, 2009 and promote safe walking and bicycling throughout the year! Find more
information at the Walk to School website, www.walktoschool.org.

i Ml (Fe [Bidee Famuily Ws=t-1hon

Get your walking shoes ready f or another awesome Fire Ridge Family Walk -a-Thon! The Walk will
take off Friday Oct. 16 ™ 5:30-9:00. Thi's is our PTO6&6s primary fun

STAY at our school . This year6s event wil/ be
school, following a route throughout the adjoining neighborhoods. Once back at the school we will
get ready for this yeards O0Street Jamod! Thi s
Grilling, f ood, f un, fri ends Oagndly founged in 198%thec by

Personics came out of retirement in 1998 to perform, once again, throughout Nebraska, lowa and
South Dakota. The Personics, a 4 piece cover band hailing from Omaha, Nebraska, pride
themselves on playing a set list of diverse, energi  zed selections ranging from Aretha Franklin,
Van Morrison, and Neil Diamond to Matchbox 20, the B -52s, the Violent Femmes, the Go -Go's,
the Stray Cats, Sheryl Crow, James, INXS, Jimmy Eat World, Pink . . . and just about everything
in-between! The band members' vocals showcase remarkable range and an uncanny way of
replicating popular tunes or making a song their very own. The Personics are truly one of the
Midwest's treasures, guaranteeing an evening of raucous fun!

Mark your calendars now! There will be more information to come - pledge/donation sheets and a
FREE Walk-A-Thon t -shirts for ALL Fire Ridge students!

We still need volunteers to help with this great event. If interested in helping, please contact
Glenda Simmons at Gdhsimmons@cox.net or Shona Emsick at Markandshona@cox.net. See you
Friday October 16 ™! Reminder: Walk -A-Thon t-shirt orders (for the rest of the family only;
students need not order theirs ) are due Wednesday, September 30 ™.



http://www.walktoschool.org/
mailto:Gdhsimmons@cox.net
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(, Where: Fire Ridge Library When: October 26-29, 2009
xl:.:;;"i_[,b-' Times: Monday & Thursday 3:00-4:30 P.M. and Tuesday& Wednesday: 2:087:00 P.M.

Stop in during Parent/Teacher conferencesiGolden Sowers will be availableD o n 6 t
forget teacher wid lists! Help teachers build their classroom libraries! Also, make someone feel
extra special by dedicating a book to them! Please refertotieDe di cat i on Lo br ary
form at the end of thisnewsletter for more information.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT & Thursday, November 5™
Join us at Hong Kong Café * (in the Super Target shopping center at 177" & West Center Road )!
*Note: This is a change from an earlier emailed announcement.
Dineinorcarryout ,5-8 P. M. Thanks so much to all the f
for the first Family Fun Night. It was a huge success and we raised $187 for the PTO!!

Earn Money for our School With Little Added Effort!

% Box Tops Keep saving and cutting these from the packaging of your favorite GendrasMi
. products! (Go tavww.boxtops4education.coto find a list of participating products.)

Pleasdake care to not cut off the date so they can be counted! We turn taiy iwice during the year:
in October and agaiin February. Please turn in those you have saved to the front office by fuesda
October 2%. Thank you for saving them yessund!

Hy-Vee @A Smil es®of The nel time goa aré ab lyVee be sure to stop by the customer se
desk and register for the HyVee Smiles for EducaBomeaway Limit one entry per person peeek. Ten
winners will be chosen each weeakhool receives $5,008nd winning student receivesiaw white
MacBook laptop computer(13" 2.1 GHz) Promotion ends the week of Octobel'14

Target ATake C®oUsgyour bafget®\dsa® a Targ@CGardand Fire Ridge
Elementary willreceive a percentage of the amount of each purchase in the form of a cash donation
Targd. It's easy. Just visit target.com/tcoe, or calDD-316-6142 to designate our scho®emember,
grandparents, friends neighbors can helpo - they don't even have to be locakidents to qualifyA

big thanks to those who have already signed up and contributed in this way!

***W orkroom Volunteers Needed!***
Come help prepare daroom materials fdeachers.Tasks include laminating, cutting, book binding,
letter puncing, etc. These tasks can be done at any time or taken home and returned. Younger siblings
welcome to come algh Contact Lisa Woodford with questions: 48858 orLisajw3@hotmail.com

Calling all Photographers!
If you take any great pictures at a school event this year and you would like to submit them for p
enty in the yearbook, pleasemeail them tcanixon@cox.netvith the event name/grade/teacher
information attachedYou may see them in the yearbook at the end of the Wadppreciate your
support. ~The PhotographCommittee
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FYI: The Wishing Well board will be displayed by the front office at conferencesf families would
like to pick up an item to purchase from their classroom teacher's wish list.

% Save the Date***

Family Fitness Night i¥hursday, January 21°201Q Exercise your f ami
explore fun ways to get fit together! Great raffle prizes! Last year we gave away a Wii Fit. Find
what 6s in store in 2010 For mor eicetomnffer pleasa t

contact Lisa Hamm acbhamm@cox.net

If you would like to receive this newsletter hard copy as well, please dixaile.reinecke@cox.neiith your
name, childds name, childbds teacher and compl et
be found on the EI kh ohtto/wRwelkhoinweb.&g/Schoaslfirerilgeinevbletier/t e

Reminders and Upcoming Events

September 28™ 3 No School, Teacher-Inservice Day

September 30™3 Family t-shirt Orders (excluding students) for Walk-A-Thon due
October 6™ & PTO Meeting, 7 P.M. in the Media Center

October 7™ & National Walk to School Day

October 13™ & Author visit Cynthia DeFelice

October 16™ & Fire Ridge Family Walk-A-Thon, 5:30-9 P.M.

October 20™ & last day to enter Hy-Vee 6s 0Smi | es fweekly drdwing a t
October 26™ through 29™ & Fire Ridge Book Fair

October 27™ and 28™ & Parent/Teacher Conferences (3-7 P.M.)

October 27™ & Box Tops for Education due

November 5™ & Family Fun Night, 5-8 P.M. Hong Kong Café (near Super Target)
December 1% 3 Family Fun Night, TBA
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Dedication Library Program

The purpose of the dedication program is to fill our library with books that will enrich our students. With
a donation of $16.00 a library issue hardcover book will be purchased and a bookplate honoring the
occasion will be placed on the inside cover. The book will become a permanent addition to our library
collection. Books will be pre-selected from age appropriate wish lists. Books can be dedicated for a
variety of reasons- for example, birthdays, to wish good luck, holidays or to show a teacher or staff
member your appreciation. Make someone feel extra special by dedicating a book to them.

Birthday Books

A bookplate will reflect the birthday of the child and the new book will be presented to your
child/honoree on or near the date you choose so that he or she enjoys the excitement of being the first
person to check out the new library book.

Dedication Books
A bookplate will reflect the donation and the new book will be added to the shelves for student
circulation. The donor will be notified which book was added to our collection.

To dedicate a book please return the completed form below to the school office a minimum of 2 weeks
prior to the commemoration date. Checks should be made payable to Fire Ridge in the amount of
$16.00 per book.

If you have any questions please contact:
Melissa Lightle
mlightle@epsne.org

289-0735

Student Name: Todayés Date: _______ .~
Teacher: Occasion Date:

Occasion: Phone #:

Your Name: Email;

BOOK PLATE TO READ:

This book is donated in honor of
( P er snamedsactly as it should read on plate, please print)

Message:
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www.elkhornfoundation.org

Sunddovember\@sht a great night to j oin us at Manchester Elementary for food, fun and tributes as
we celebrate our 15" annual Hall of Fame banquet! Educator of the Year, Volunteer of the Year,
Golden Apple Outstanding Educator, Alumni of the Year, Community Booster, Mentor of the Year,
Support Staff Person of the Yeari enjoy an evening out as we honor outstanding community members
and educators! Please visit our website at elkhornfoundation.org or call 289-1727 for ticket information
iitdos El khorn camaraderie at its best

Peep, peep, peep; Authors for Elkhorn; Kinder CQaeas foe fhet @dawminityer $ 100,000 in creative
learning opportunities submitted by our teachers through our classroom grant program. Our Elkhorn
Public Schools Foundation hopes to fund these educational opportunities with the support of folks like
you! | f youodd i ke mor e i nf ormat i on visd nour hvebgsite ato u
elkhornfoundation.org or call Kim at 289-1727, ext. 202; y our contribution is tax -deductible and can be
applied to the school of your choice. When considering a donation to our Foundation, please also check
with your place of business i many times they will match your donation, as we 6 raé&01c3 organization.
Ités a great way to double your i mpact!!

United Way can make such a canfmuonity impatiusiness participates in the United Way campaign,

the Foundation has been designated as a United Way organization. |t would be wonderful if you would
consider choosing us as one of the United Wayor gani zati ons y dulédosd, pldase t o
write our name on your designation form 1 thank you for your consideration.

MiddlSchool iCalre are excited to announce the opening of our after school study center program at
each of our middle schools. The program is available after school until 6:00 p.m. each day school is in
session, and provides an opportunity for middle school students to complete homework in a monitored
environment. Students can also participate in board games, team-building activities, card games, etc.
Registration numbers are limited so please contact Kim at 289-1727, ext. 202 for more information!

OurFoundatiena non-profit organization whose mission is to encourage, support and recognize
excellence in education, civic involvement and student achievement in Elkhorn. For more information
regarding the Foundation, its programs and volunteer opportuni ties, please visit our website or call us
at 289-1727 7 we have all sorts of involvement possibilities!

Kim Riggle
Executive Director
Elkhorn Public Schools Foundation



