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Principal’s Message: 
 

As I begin to write this newsletter, it is 10 degrees outside with a wind chill of   

-5 degrees.  It is COLD!  Here are some general guidelines for recess and safety 

patrol when we hit the blustery weather: 

 We use 20 degrees as a general guideline for sending students out to 

recess.  However, there are times when it is 15 degrees outside with no 

wind that will feel warmer than 25 degrees and wind.  We make 

decisions on a day by day basis. 

 On frigid days (such as today), Mrs. Kathol and I will gather students 

who walk home in the lobby at dismissal and cross the students in large 

groups to walk home after school.  We also make this decision on a day 

to day basis. 

 Best practice – Send your child to school every day with winter coat, 

hat, mittens, scarf and put their names in everything! 

 If students want to go in the snow, they must have boots that they 

change into to go outside at recess. 

As the weather has gotten colder, we have more cars at drop off and pick up.  

Please pull forward in the loop to drop students off.  Pulling forward cuts our 

drop off and pick up times immensely! 

With the busy month of December behind us, we look forward to a slower 

paced January.  We will continue to focus on academic achievement.  Parents 

are our partners in education and we encourage you to communicate with us at 

any time.  Happy New Year to all! 

Anne Doerr 
Fire Ridge Principal 

 

Elkhorn Public Schools Preschool 

The Elkhorn Public Schools Preschool will offer a limited number of parent pay 

placements for the 2010-2011 school year.   Please see additional information at the 

end of this newsletter. 
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 ***Coming Soon*** 

 

Thursday, February 4th from 6:00 -7:30 p.m. 
Fire Ridge Bingo Night & Famous Dave's BBQ 

**Look for sign-ups and more information in January! 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us in your favorite tropical clothing for the òRide the Learning Wave Carnival.ó 
For general information: Co -Chairs - Donna Wyse donna_wyse@yahoo.com  or Dana Buddecke  dbuddecke@gmail.com  

To volunteer on carnival day, contact  Jill Vollmuth , Vo lunteer Co -ordinator  jillv1@cox.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Topper the Clown Show - Magic, juggling & balloon art.  
 Karaoke DJ & Disco.  

Live auction to get Principal Doerr to sing Karaoke!!  
 Preðcarnival competition to design a label for Fire Ridge  

water bottles. One winner per grade.  
 Ocean Area ð pho to opportunity with ocean scene &  

real surf boards.  
 New Inflatables - The Wave Slide, Bungee Run & Moonwalk  

for younger kids.  
 New Carnival games & prizes.  
 Raffle contest to win new fun Baskets.  
 Gelato Joeõs. 
 And much much more ééééééééééééééé 

 

Cancellation 

Please note that the Family Fitness Night previously scheduled for Thursday, January 21st has been 
cancelled.  Please watch the newsletter for information about a new date and possible combination of 
the Fitness Night with a community event in the spring.   Thank you!  

 

 

Fire Ridge Elementary Second and Third  Grade 

Presenté 

THE BIG CHILL 

 
Thursday January 28, 2010  

2nd Grade: 6:30  

3rd  Grade: 7:30  

EHS Auditorium  
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 Box Tops Contest  
Wow!  You all have been collecting many Box Tops!  Remember, we were trying to double our first 

collection total of 3,183?  Well, we've already passed our previous total and are diligently working toward 

our goal!  As of the December 18
th
 collection, we have 4,702!!!  If we reach our goal, we will be close to 

earning $1,000!!! 

The top six classes are as follows: 
         Choquette:     511                               

Shutte:           480 
Ladd:             313 
Wortman:       286 
Ziegenbein:    257 
Renken:         254 
 

This collection period ends February 23
rd

, so there is still plenty of time to catch up with or pass these other 
classes!  Thanks again for all of your time and effort in collecting Box Tops!  What an easy way to earn 
money for our school! 

 

 

 

                                                                  Holiday Gift Program                   

The holiday gift program was a SUCCESS! The goal was to show our appreciation towards ALL 
the individuals who interact with our children at school on a daily basis. Out of the generosity 
of YOUR hearts we raised $3,760.00.  
 
The donations were divided among 73 individuals on a point system, which was based off of 
employment status fulltime/part-time and certified/noncertified (support staff).  For further 
details you can email Head Elf Michelle Roeder or attend the January PTO meeting where a 
breakdown will be explained.  
 
Each faculty/staff received a holiday card thanking them for their service from Fire Ridge 
Students & Families. Each individual classroom teacher's card listed ALL of their students 
(regardless of participation). 
 
Again, thank you for your support in this program.  
  
Head Elf, Michelle Roeder 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

If you would like to receive this newsletter hard copy as well, please email dixene.reinecke@cox.net with your 

name, childôs name, childôs teacher and complete mailing address.  Past copies of The Falcon Times newsletter 

can be found on the Elkhorn Public Schoolsô website at http://www.elkhornweb.org/schools/fireridge/newsletter/.

 

Reminders and Upcoming Events 
 
 

December 21st through January 3rd - No School 

January 26th ð PTO Meeting, 7 p.m. in the Media Center 

January 28th ð 2nd & 3rd Grade Music Programs at Elkhorn High School Auditorium 

February 4th ð Fire Ridge Bingo Night & Famous Daveõs BBQ, 6-7:30 p.m. 

February 16th & 17th ð Parent Teacher Conferences 

February 18th & 19th ð No School 

March 6th ð Fire Ridge Carnival, 1-4 p.m. 

                              December Book Dedications 
 

 A Kitten Tale   by Eric Rohmann    Love, Splat  by Rob Scotton  

In honor of Julia Edwards      In honor of Gillian Simmons  

Happy 6 th  Birthday, Sweet Girl!     Keep up your hard work in Kindergarten.  

We love you!       We are so proud  of you !  We love you! 

Dad, Mom, Morgan, and Madison    Mommy and Daddy 

 

The Sorta Sisters  by Adrian Fogelin    A Season of Gifts  by Richard Peck 

In honor of Mollie Simmons      In honor of Aidan Posey  

Happy Birthday!        Merry Christmas 2009!  

We are so proud of you! We love you!    Love,  

Mom, Dad, Maddie, Jack, Gillian, and Ava    Mom, Dad, and Brogan 

 

Mudshark  by Gary Paulsen 

In honor of Brogan Posey  

Merry Christmas 2009!  

Love, 

Mom, Dad, and Aidan 
 

Make someone feel extra special by dedicating a book to them!  Please refer to the ñDedication Library Programò 

form towards the end of this newsletter for more information.  
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Dedication Library Program 

 

The purpose of the dedication program is to fill our library with books that will enrich our students.  With 

a donation of $16.00 a library issue hardcover book will be purchased and a bookplate honoring the 

occasion will be placed on the inside cover.  The book will become a permanent addition to our library 

collection.  Books will be pre-selected from age appropriate wish lists.  Books can be dedicated for a 

variety of reasons- for example, birthdays, to wish good luck, holidays or to show a teacher or staff 

member your appreciation.  Make someone feel extra special by dedicating a book to them. 

Birthday Books 
A bookplate will reflect the birthday of the child and the new book will be presented to your 
child/honoree on or near the date you choose so that he or she enjoys the excitement of being the first 
person to check out the new library book. 
 
Dedication Books 

A bookplate will reflect the donation and the new book will be added to the shelves for student 

circulation.  The donor will be notified which book was added to our collection. 

To dedicate a book please return the completed form below to the school office a minimum of 2 weeks 

prior to the commemoration date.  Checks should be made payable to Fire Ridge in the amount of 

$16.00 per book.   

If you have any questions please contact: 

Melissa Lightle 
mlightle@epsne.org 

289-0735 

 

 

Student Name:_________________   Todayôs Date: _________________ 

Teacher:______________________   Occasion Date:_________________ 

Occasion:______________________  Phone #:______________________ 

Your Name:____________________  Email:________________________    

BOOK PLATE TO READ: 

This book is donated in honor of ________________________________ 
(Personôs name exactly as it should read on plate, please print) 
 
Message:  
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Itôs that time of yearé. when we resolve to lose 10 pounds, after we finish that last piece of 
the aptly-named Fantasy Fudgeé.when we buy a day planner but canôt find the time to jot 
down all our commitments........when we promise to procrastinate less - starting tomorrow!    
Yet there is no better time of year to take a look forward ï and weôre doing just that at your 
Elkhorn Public Schools Foundation!   
 
Weôre excited about our community growth, and supporting the needs of our district in so 
many ways.  Weôre setting up our scholarships for our Elkhorn graduating seniors, making 
plans for our summer Kids Campus program, hosting our Golf Classic and Gals on the Green 
golf tournaments, creating updates for our website, developing planned giving opportunities 
and business partnerships, sponsoring community events ï we have many activities planned to 
support our districtôs goals.  We need your help in making these plans reality ï you, your 
family or your business could become a scholarship sponsor, help with Kids Campus activities, 
score a hole-in-one sponsoring a golf tournament, participate in an event, become a business 
partner - the list of opportunities to help  our students, faculty and community is endless!   
 
Please give me a call for more information on how you can make a difference in your school 
district ï because itôs always a good time of year to support Elkhorn Public Schools!   
 
Best wishes for a wonderful New Year, 
 
Kim Riggle  
Executive Director 
Elkhorn Public Schools Foundation 
(402) 289-1727, ext. 202 
www.elkhornfoundation.org  
 



                    

Elkhorn Public Schools Preschool 

Parent Pay Option 

Application for 2010-2011 

  

The Elkhorn Public Schools Preschool will offer a limited number of parent pay placements for the 2010-2011 

school year.   The preschool offers an educational a setting for 3 and 4 year old children to develop their 

cognitive, social, language, emotional, and motor and self help skills.  It provides a developmental approach to 

learning that incorporates a variety of techniques and strategies.  Since children learn by doing, hands on 

activities are emphasized.   

 

/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ bŀƳŜ______________________________ Date of Birth_______________ Sex___________ 

Address________________________City_________________Zip____________ 

Parent/Guardian________________________________ Phone (H) ______________ (W) _______________ 

 

4-Day Program, 3 hours per day, $150.00 per month 

Please indicate your preference (Subject to availability) 

Sessions                     ____Mon.-Thurs.  8:20-11:20                  ____ Mon.-Thurs. 12:20-3:20   

 Locations                   ___West Dodge Station Elementary    ____Early Education Center 

*Please note: $35 registration fee is due with the application.  Please make checks payable to:  Elkhorn Public Schools.  The 

registration fee is non-refundable if your child is offered a place in Elkhorn Early Education Preschool.  A drawing will be 

held on February 12  to select students offered a placement at the preschool.  Students placed on the waiting list will have 

the registration fee refunded. 

Please call Christie Dean 289-3790 extension 1 if you have questions 

Mail registration form and $35.00 registration fee to: 

Christie Dean 

Elkhorn Early Education Center 

20650 Glenn St. 

Elkhorn, NE 68022 

   

 


