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Principal’s Message: 
 

 

February is a busy month at Fire Ridge!  Parents are invited to come to our second 

parent teacher conference on February 16th or 17th.  This is an opportunity for the Fire 

Ridge staff to share your child’s successes.  We are very proud of the accomplishments 

our students have made this year.  This conference should be a time for open 

communication between home and school to share information to support your child’s 

education.  We welcome your questions and insights about your child as a learner.  

Please watch for more information coming home in Friday folders.   

Valentine’s Day will be celebrated at Fire Ridge on Friday, February 12th from 2:15-

2:45 p.m.  This will be a traditional classroom party.  Students who bring valentines 

need to bring them for the whole class.  This should be a fun party for the kids! 

Kindergarten round-up is on March 18th.  There will be no school on that day for our 

current kindergarten students.  If you have neighbors with students who will be in 

kindergarten next year, please have them call Jane in the office (289-0735) to receive 

information about kindergarten round-up. 

Staffing Update:  Three Fire Ridge teachers will be transferring to West Dodge Station 

in the fall.  Lisa Richter will be teaching kindergarten, Kim Shirley will be teaching 

second grade, and Cindy Gustafson will be teaching third grade.  Kelly Eby will be 

transferring to Hillrise Elementary as their library media specialist.   

Have a great month! 

Anne Doerr 
Fire Ridge Principal 

 

 

PTO Positions for 2010-2011 

Would you like to get involved in your child's education or school activities? We 
need you!  PTO position sign-ups for the 2010-2011 school year at Fire Ridge will be 
starting in March.  Please consider chairing or co-chairing a committee.  There are 
opportunities at all levels from a position on the board, a shorter time frame 
position that would involve 2-3 weeks of your time, or a committee you could chair 
from home! If you would like to be considered for a position, please email Susan 
Zingler at szingler@mac.com, Lisa Woodford at Lisajw3@hotmail.com, or Kelly 
Moody at Themoodys5@cox.net by March 1st.  If you have questions about a 
particular position, please contact Lisa Woodford or Kelly Moody.   A complete list 
of committees is listed on pg. 5 in the school directory.  Thank you! 
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Dear Parents, 

 

Recently, several children at Fire Ridge have been treated for head lice.   Your help is needed to stop the 

spread of head lice at school and in the community. 

 

As you know, head lice are very communicable and can occur on the cleanest scalp and hair.   

Transmission is usually through direct physical contactðfrom head to head and indirectly through contact 

with objects carrying liceðbrushes, caps, pillows, etc. 

 

Head lice are small, wingless insects 1/16ò to 1/8ò in length.   They do not fly or jump and are tan to 

grayish-white in color.  Lice lay small, silvery eggs, more commonly termed nits, which are glued to the 

hair shaft close to the scalp.   The eggs will hatch in 7 to 10 days if left undisturbed and untreated. 

 

How can you help? 

1. Check every member of your family. 

2. Look for the louse and/or eggs, especially at neckline and behind ears.         Itching and rash are 

common signs. 

3. If evidence of head lice is found; 

*** Treat the child.  Follow product instructions closely.   Repeat in 7-10 days. 

*** Remove all nits (eggs) using a nit comb or by sliding off between opposing fingernail and 

thumb. 

 *** Clean household and personal items properly. 

4. Contact school every time your child requires treatmentðall information is  

confidential and assists in monitoring cases of head lice. 

 

Treatment information is available in the school office.  If you have questions about treating head lice 

contact your health care provider or: 

    Visiting Nurse Association Health Program ï 930-4224 

             Douglas County Health Department 444-7214 

 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 

Anne M. Doerr 

Principal 

                              January Book Dedication 
 

Wag by Patrick McDonnell      

In honor of Leo Yudelson       

Happy 6 th  Birthday!      

We love you!        

Mom, Dad, Sydney, and Elliot  

 
Make someone feel extra special by dedicating a book to them!  Please refer to the ñDedication Library Programò form 

towards the end of this newsletter for more information.  

 

 



 

 

                      Jump Rope for Heart                    

Fire Ridge's annual Jump Rope for Heart event is going to be held on February 26, 2010. The 

following are the times for the 2nd -5th graders. 
 

5th grade - 8:30 to 9:15 
4th grade - 9:30 to 10:15 
3rd grade - 1:10 to 1:55 
2nd grade - 2:05 to 2:50 
 

Mr. E will need about 5 parent volunteers for each grade level. If interested in volunteering 

please email him at jeveringham@epsne.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many thanks in advance to our major local sponsors for supporting our carnival.  First National Bank is providing recycled totes for 
each family as an introduction to their branch opening within No Frills Fresh. Each tote will carry a map of games and entertainment 
and several flyers with valuable coupons and information and will help you carry all those prizes. Please be sure to pick yours up 
afterwards if not attending. Lakeside Orthopedics is sponsoring the personalized bottled water. Each grade will have its own design on 
the label to be chosen by Principal Doerr so please look out for the water at the carnival.  
 
If you know of any small business or individual who would like to insert a flyer in the tote, please contact Donna Wyse 
donna_wyse@yahoo.com. Cost is $50 and we require 400 copies (we have an agreement with a local company who can print color 
copies at a huge discount).  
 
This year we are trying something new with the basket raffle. Instead of each child bringing a gift, we are suggesting a donation of $10 
per child and one parent per class to buy and decorate the basket. We hope this will avoid gift duplication and be less time- consuming 
for the parents. We would also appreciate any bought or donated item.  The Carnival Committee will pick the best 3 and those classes 
will win a $25 gift card for their teacher. Contact Angie Baldwin cabaldwin2@cox.net if you would like to make your class basket.       
 
Also look out for pre-carnival ticket/raffle sales in February. As always weõd like to save you time and money by giving you the 
chance to buy them in advance.  Contact Tobie McLoughlin tobiem@cox.net for further information.  
 
The carnival is successful due to parental involvement.  We recently sent out information regarding volunteering. We would really 
appreciate at least one hour of your time to help run the games and activities.  Contact Jill Vollmuth jillv1@cox.net and get the time 
you need before the rush. 
 
Once again, we thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to òRiding the Carnivaló Wave with you all. 
 
PTO Carnival Committee 

CLOWNS, NEW INFLATABLES, KARAOKE,  
NEW GAMES, BASKET RAFFLE, GELATO JOE 
OCEAN PHOTO ROOM AND MUCH MORE. 

Please join us in your favorite tropical clothing for the 
 òRide the Learning Wave Carnival.ó 

 Co- Chairs -  Donna Wyse donna_wyse@yahoo.com  
and Dana Buddecke  dbuddecke@gmail.com 
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FIRE RIDGE ELEMENTARY KINDERGARTEN ROUND-UP 

 

 

 Fire Ridge Elementary is seeking to identify children who are eligible for kindergarten during the 

2010-2011 school year.  We are encouraging parents to pre-register prior to kindergarten round-up and 

orientation.  Children who will be five years of age on or before October 15, 2010, are eligible to attend 

kindergarten as stipulated by Nebraska law.   

 

 The day for the Fire Ridge Elementary kindergarten round-up is set for March 18
th  

at 

9:00/12:30 at Fire Ridge Elementary.   A parent orientation meeting will be held on March 15
th

 at 6:30 

p.m. in the Fire Ridge cafeteria.  All parents enrolling children into the kindergarten program are 

encouraged to attend this meeting.  We will be sending out more specific information after we have 

received pre-registration information. 

 

 If you have a son or daughter who will be attending kindergarten round-up, please fill out the 

information below and return to school as soon as possible.  This will allow us to pre-plan for the 

number of students attending.  If you have friends or neighbors who will have a child starting school, 

please share this information with them.  Additional forms may be picked up at school.  Parents may 

also call Fire Ridge at 289-0735 to pre-register over the phone.  Thanks. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

                        Fire Ridge Elementary Kindergarten Round-Up Pre-Registration 

 

My       ______ son _____ daughter,    ___________________________________     will attend   

                                                                                (Name) 

Kindergarten Round-up at Fire Ridge. 

 

His/Her birthday is _______________________ 

 

Parent(s) Name _______________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

 

City _________________________    Zip Code _____________________ 

 

Housing Subdivision ___________________________________________ 

 

Phone (Home) ____________________   (Work) _____________________ 

 

Please return to:   Jane Greve (secretary) 

                                    Fire Ridge Elementary 

   19660 Farnam Street 

   Elkhorn, NE  68022     
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Yearbook Information 
¶ Yearbooks will be available again for purchase during parent teacher conferences, February 16

th
 

and 17
th
 in the front office.  Price is $20.  After February 17

th
 the price goes up to $25. 

¶ We are in need of photos showing exclusively one grade level (example: just Kindergarten 

students, just 4
th
 grade students etc.).  If you have any such photos and would like to submit them 

for possible entry in the yearbook, please e-mail them to anixon@cox.net with the event name, 

grade, and teacher information. Thank you so much!           ~The Photography Committee 

 

 

If you would like to receive this newsletter hard copy as well, please email dixene.reinecke@cox.net with your 

name, childôs name, childôs teacher and complete mailing address.  Past copies of The Falcon Times newsletter 

can be found on the Elkhorn Public Schoolsô website at http://www.elkhornweb.org/schools/fireridge/newsletter/.

 

Reminders and Upcoming Events 
 
 

February 4th ð Fire Ridge Bingo Night & Famous Daveõs BBQ, 6-7:30 p.m. 

February 16th & 17th ð Parent Teacher Conferences (one hour early dismissal) 

February 18th ð Yes, there is school today! (This was previously a No School day.) 

February 19th ð No School 

February 26th ð Jump Rope for Heart 

March 6th ð Fire Ridge Carnival, 1-4 p.m. 

March 15th ð Orientation Meeting for parents of 2010/2011 Kindergarten students,                                       

6:30 p.m. in the Fire Ridge Cafeteria 

March 18th ð Kindergarten Round-up, No School for current Kindergarten students 

                                        From the Box Tops Committee 

Again, thank you so much to all of you who are collecting Box Tops for your kids!   With only one month left 

of our contest, the standings are as follows:  
  
#1 Schutte         581      #4 Lyon  348  
#2 Choquette     536       #5 Wortman  286  
#3 Hammond      354       #6 Renken  283  
 
We are close to doubling our first collection total of $318, as we now have collected 5,869 which is 

$586.90!   We can't wait to see how much money we'll  earn for Fire Ridge through Box Tops and whic h 

classroom will win the party!!   Keep collecting!   The last day to turn in Box Tops for the contest is 

Tuesday, February 23rd.   We will continue collecting them until the end of the school year.....anyone up for 

another contest?  
  
Note: The HyVee receipts promotion ended Dec. 31 st .  We are  no longer collecting HyVee receipts.  Thank you for your participation!  
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Dedication Library Program 

 

The purpose of the dedication program is to fill our library with books that will enrich our students.  With 

a donation of $16.00 a library issue hardcover book will be purchased and a bookplate honoring the 

occasion will be placed on the inside cover.  The book will become a permanent addition to our library 

collection.  Books will be pre-selected from age appropriate wish lists.  Books can be dedicated for a 

variety of reasons- for example, birthdays, to wish good luck, holidays or to show a teacher or staff 

member your appreciation.  Make someone feel extra special by dedicating a book to them. 

Birthday Books 
A bookplate will reflect the birthday of the child and the new book will be presented to your 
child/honoree on or near the date you choose so that he or she enjoys the excitement of being the first 
person to check out the new library book. 
 
Dedication Books 

A bookplate will reflect the donation and the new book will be added to the shelves for student 

circulation.  The donor will be notified which book was added to our collection. 

To dedicate a book please return the completed form below to the school office a minimum of 2 weeks 

prior to the commemoration date.  Checks should be made payable to Fire Ridge in the amount of 

$16.00 per book.   

If you have any questions please contact: 

Melissa Lightle 
mlightle@epsne.org 

289-0735 

 

 

Student Name:_________________   Todayôs Date: _________________ 

Teacher:______________________   Occasion Date:_________________ 

Occasion:______________________  Phone #:______________________ 

Your Name:____________________  Email:________________________    

BOOK PLATE TO READ: 

This book is donated in honor of ________________________________ 
(Personôs name exactly as it should read on plate, please print) 
 
Message:  
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In less than four months, over 300 Elkhorn High School students will don graduation robes and cap their 

13-year journey with a few short steps across the gymnasium floor.  Approximately eighty five percent 

of our graduates will be hoping to continue their educational journey after graduation.  The cost to set 

our graduates on the road to higher education can be prohibitive, with average annual tuition costs 

(excluding room and board, books, fees, etc.) exceeding $7,000! 

 

The Elkhorn Public Schools Foundation has a scholarship program in place to help our graduates 

achieve their goals; weôre very proud to have awarded over $350,000 in scholarships in the past five 

years.  We manage scholarships which recognize a variety of accomplishments, including academics, 

athletics and volunteerism, as well as involvement in organizations and community service. Selection 

committees across the community choose recipients who best exemplify the spirit of each scholarship. If 

you, your business or your family would like to support our 2010 scholarship program, please contact 

me at 289-1727, ext.202.  We welcome donations to existing scholarships or the creation of new 

scholarships - your tax-deductible gift can truly make an impact in the life of an Elkhorn graduate!  

 

Be sure to check the Foundationôs website at www.elkhornfoundation.org or visit the scholarship link on 

Naviance for scholarship information. 

 

The Foundation is proud to be part of the Elkhorn school district; weôre looking forward to an exciting 

2010, supporting our community, its educators and its students on the road to excellence in education.  

Elkhorn has a strong history of high achievement in our schools in many different areas; we hope you 

agree and would like to become involved.  Please give me a call at 289-1727 for more information on 

our programs;  I look forward to hearing from you!  

  

Kim Riggle  

Executive Director 

Elkhorn Public Schools Foundation  
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