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Mountain Lion Times 
The mission of Manchester Elementary is to:  inspire lifelong learners, instill a belief in one’s 

ability to succeed, nurture respect and appreciation of self and others, develop responsibility, 
and encourage understanding of a global society. 
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Principal’s Message 
 Welcome Back!  We are off to a terrific start.  It is great to have the 

kids back in the building!  We added some new staff since my back-to-school 

message.  We are very excited to have Christy Murcek join our Manchester 

staff as a second grade teacher.  This enabled us to decrease our class sizes in 

second grade.  We are also pleased to have three new teacher assistants, 

Debi Courtney, Sandra Fleissner, and Brenda Wallish. 

 I would like to encourage everyone to join our PTO.  It is an 

opportunity for you to meet new people and support Manchester students 

and staff.  Christy Murcek was going to be our PTO vice president this year, 

so we will be seeking someone to fill those shoes. 

 Birthday Treat Reminder:  Students may bring in treats for their 

birthdays.  Treats must be store purchased.  Homemade goodies cannot be 

brought to the classrooms.  This is a new guideline that we are putting into 

place to help our students with allergies. 

 Thanks to everyone who attended Curriculum Night and Open 

House.  As always, please feel free to call (289-2590) or stop in my office to 

visit/ask questions. 

 

Amy Christ, Principal 

September Upcoming Events 

6th 

13th 

16th 

17th 

 
 
 

22nd 
 

27th 

No School-Labor Day 

PTO Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

First Grade Field Trip to 

Arbor Farms 

No School for Elementary 

Students—Teacher Work 

Day 

Safety Day 

No School-Teacher In-

Service 

 

We are still collecting Box Tops labels, so keep bringing those into school.  
We also appreciate everyone who uses his/her Target REDcard.  When 
you use your Target card designated to Manchester, 1% of your purchases 
are donated to the school.  Please consider signing up by calling 1-800-316-
6142, at www.Target.com/tcoe or next time you shop at Target.  Thank 
you for your continued support. 
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Pick-Up and Drop-Off Procedures 
Just a few reminders to help traffic follow smoothly  

and to keep our students and families safe 
•If your child cannot unbuckle/buckle him/herself, please practice at home.  This is a skill that he/she 
needs to be able to do independently. 

•Students should enter and exit vehicles curbside. 

•All drivers need to follow the rules and pull forward.  Pulling forward is the key! 

•If you pull up your front passenger seat, it makes it easier for the students to get out of the backseat 
quicker with their backpacks. 

•Do not leave a car unattended in the front of the building during drop off and pick up.  Please do not get 
out of your vehicle if you are in the pick-up/drop-off lane. 

•Please be patient and be a positive role model for our children.  These procedures are in place to help 
maintain a safe and healthy environment. 

 

Paw Praise 
Al Watts and Christy Murcek for recruiting volunteers to help with the morning drop-off 
procedures, and for making the kindergarten vehicle hang tags. 

 

Stephanie Groenjas for helping to assist and coordinate the Fourth Grade Ambassadors 
program. 
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4th Annual Manchester Walk -a-Thon 

Friday, October 15th 

Please join us for our 4th Annual Manchester Walk a Thon on Friday October 15th.  This is an evening 
for Manchester families to gather, promote exercise and raise money for our school.  Pledge packets with 
additional details about the evening will be sent home in your student’s Friday folder on  Friday,  
September 10th .  Packets, pledge money and dinner order forms will be due back on Wednesday, 
September 22nd.  If you are unable to attend on the night of the walk, you can still collect pledges for the 
school, earn prizes and walk the two miles on your own. 

Walk a Thon Schedule 

5:00 – 6:15 Check in and visit sponsor booths 

5:30 – 7:30 Dinner will be served before, during and after the walk. 

6:15 – 7:00 Two mile walk around the neighborhood.   

7:00 – 8:00 Games, drawings and prizes.   

Prizes will be given for top fundraisers and top family fundraisers as well as top earning class.  We will 
also have a prize drawing for all participants.   

This is our largest fundraiser of the year .  Money raised in the past has been used to purchase innovative 
technology for the classrooms, make playground improvements, purchase books for the school, provide 
additional field trips and educational opportunities for students not covered by the district.  If you have 
questions or would like to volunteer , please contact Walk a Thon Chairperson, Katie Karmazin at 
kkarmazin@cox.net 

 

Hy-Vee Family Dinner Night   
Thursday, September 23  5:00-7:00 

Please join us for dinner and raise money for 
Manchester.  The money raised will be used for books 
for our bookroom.  Please let them know that you are 
from Manchester, so that we receive the credit. 
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This past spring was the first year of NeSA (Nebraska State 

Accountability) tests.  In April of 2010, students in grades 3-8 and 

11 across the state took the NeSA-Reading test (NeSA-R).  If you 

had a child who was in those grades last year, you have or soon will 

be receiving an individual report that explains your child’s 

performance on the NeSA-R. Students’ scores are classified in three 

levels:  Exceeds Standards, Meets Standards, and Below Standards.   

 

Performance Level Ranges for Reading 

Exceeds Standards:  135 and above 

Meets Standards:  85-134 

Below Standards:  84 and Below 

 

Here are Manchester’s results based on the Average Scale Score set 

by the state: 

3rd Grade 

 State Average 101 

 Manchester Average 111 

•78% of our students met or exceeded the standards  

 

4th Grade 

 State Average  104 

 Manchester Average 123 

•88% of our students met or exceeded the standards 

 

5th Grade 

 State Average 101 

 Manchester Average 114 

•80% of our students met or exceeded the standards 

 

NeSA-R  Spring 2010 Results 

Boy Scouts 

We have six new trees around 

Manchester Elementary thanks 

to the Boy Scouts.  We  

definitely appreciated the 

additional landscaping around 

the building. 

Creighton Men’s 
Soccer 

Saturday, Sept. 4 

7:00 p.m. 

We have free tickets to the 

Creighton Soccer Game vs. 

UNC Greensboro.  Each ticket 

admits two people.  Please let 

your child’s teacher know if you 

would like some tickets. 
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Safety Day-September 22 

Our Safety Day has been changed to 

September 22nd, because some of our crisis 

team members will be at a conference on 

the 15th.  We will practice all of our drills, 

which include fire, tornado, lock-down, 

and evacuation.  Our evacuation site is 

Sports Authority.  We will not actually 

go all the way to the store, but we will 

walk north on Cleveland Blvd. when we 

practice. 

  

HELP NEEDED! 

 

The Elkhorn Public School District’s Partners in Education 

Mentoring Program is seeking adult volunteers from our community to 

mentor students at Manchester Elementary in grades K-5.  Mentors are 

asked to volunteer for approximately thirty to sixty minutes each week, 

and may indicate preferred grade levels and times.   

Orientation will be provided.  If you are interested in being a 

mentor, or know of someone who would be interested, please contact 

Amy Petricek by phone: 289.2590 or by email at apetricek@epsne.org.  

Thank you for your support of this worthwhile and successful 

program. Please think about being the difference in a child’s life! 

 


